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All hopes of peace were really over before Fox died, for
Napoleon's demand for Sicily he resisted with the same
inflexible tenacity that had made Vergennes call him more
than twenty years before, un fagot defines. Napoleon
wanted the island because of his plans in the East, but
even if Fox had not grasped its importance in relation to
the war with Napoleon he would have been uncompromising
in resisting a principle of diplomacy which he had justly
stigmatised as robbery. The negotiations convinced Fox
that Napoleon was insincere in affecting to wish for peace
and that the war must be prosecuted resolutely, and the
nation settled down to that long struggle in which the
stubborn temper of England was at last rewarded by the
awakening of a national spirit in Napoleon's victims.
Fox's attitude during this war has been spoken of by
some   of his   critics  as  unpatriotic.     The principles  that
inspired  his  conduct throughout have  been  carefully dis-
cussed  in this chapter, but It is worth while to consider
rather  further  the  meaning   of   a  charge which  is  often
brought against politicians with a criminal carelessness.    To
many persons patriotism is merely preferring yqur^ country
to other countries, a virtue which is unborn in nine men
out of ten, and is not acquired by prayer or vigil or fasting
or self-discipline in the small minority that is born without
it.    Politicians must expect a rather more searching light
to play on their motives and their actions.    Do they love
their country more than their own power, their own fame
amongst their countrymen, and their own complaisance to
persons whom they like to please?    Judged by that test
North must be convicted of a want of patriotism, when he
persisted in a course he thought mistaken and injurious to
his country from a criminal deference to the wishes of the
King.    Judged by that test what is to be said of the conduct
of Pitt and of Fox in 1804?    Pitt went out of office in 1801,
and as early as March  1803 the feeble and  embarrassed
Addington made overtures for a coalition.   The troubles and
perils of the nation were growing.   Pitt's brother, the incom-